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Service Civil International  

Document G:  War Resister’s International 
a nonviolent movement to end war 

 
War Resisters' International was founded in 1921 [in 
Bilthoven] under the name "Paco". It was and is based on the 
WRI declaration: 
� War is a crime against humanity. I am therefore 

determined not to support any kind of war, and to 
strive for the removal of all causes of war 

� War Resisters' International exists to promote nonviolent action against the 
causes of war, and to support and connect people around the world who refuse 
to take part in war or the preparation of war. On this basis, WRI works for a world 
without war. 

Nonviolence 
WRI embraces nonviolence. For some, nonviolence is a way of life. For all of us, it is a 
form of action that affirms life, speaks out against oppression, and acknowledges the 
value of each person. 
Nonviolence can combine active resistance, including civil disobedience, with dialogue; 
it can combine non-cooperation - withdrawal of support from a system of oppression - 
with constructive work to build alternatives. 
As a way of engaging in conflict, sometimes nonviolences attempts to bring 
reconciliation with it: strengthening the social fabric, empowering those at the bottom of 
society, and including people from different sides in seeking a solution. 

No to war 
WRI will never endorse any kind of war, whether it is waged by a state, by a "liberation 
army", or under the auspices of the United Nations, even if it is called a "humanitarian 
military intervention". Wars, however noble the rhetoric, invariably are used to serve 
some power-political or economic interest. We know where war leads - to suffering and 
destruction, to rape and organised crime, to betrayal of values and to new structures of 
domination. […] 

The right to refuse to kill 
WRI's project "The right to refuse to kill" aims to work on three levels: 
� Political campaigning and support for conscientious objectors' movements and 

COs facing repression or imprisonment, including organising and sending 
delegations, visiting imprisoned COs, solidarity campaigns, lobbying the 
international human rights system, etc. The international email list <co-alert> is a 
powerful tool to organise support for conscientious objectors.  

� Support for asylum seekers and their lawyers, in cases of draft evasion, 
desertion, conscientious objection and other cases related to military service.  

� Research and documentation of material related to conscientious objection and 
military recruitment - the CONCODOC project. […]  

Origin : http://www.wri-irg.org 


